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Eels grow for many years in
rivers and streams
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When and where are glass eels arriving?

* Each spring, nets are placed in the mouths of streams
* Teams of trained volunteers catch, count, and release eels
* Project follows ASMFC protocols




How to ensure high quality data from volunteers

* Specialized gear

e Straightforward protocols
e Simple data sheets

* Graphic guides

* On-going training

Is it a Glass Eel or an Elver?

Glass eel

The fyke net can catch
both glass eels: eels
that are just entering
the Hudson,
and elvers: eels that
have been in the stream
for a year or two

“Glass eels” and “elvers” are names for different ages of
the same animal, the American eel

GLASS EELS ELVERS
*Glass eels are about two inches long. *Elvers are larger (3-6 Inches long),
*Early in the season, they can be almost  *Elvers are a dark green or brown,
entirely see-through. Later into the with a lighter colored belly
season, they get darker. *Head is same width as their body
sHead is a little wider than their body

These photos owhoa.lassnl;gtd rker through the spring




Total Eels Caught Per Year
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We've caught and released over 900,000 glass eels since 2008!
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Eels Caught at Saw Kill
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Sparkill, Piermont
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400 Eels by Size at Saw Kill Ladder
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What makes eels ideal for citizen science?

* Charismatic subject
* Real conservation need

* Short migration season
* Likely to see an eel

* Diversity of habitats =
diversity of audiences




Future Opportunities

Students and volunteers can
and DO collect valid data

Citizen science can be vital to
building our NEXT

GENERATION of conservation
leaders

Opportunity for discrete
student projects at various
levels

If you want to get involved in
the eel project, get in touch
with Sarah!




Thank you!
Questions?
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